PRE-CONFERENCE MEETING FOR RESEARCHERS INTERESTED IN SOCIOSCIENTIFIC ISSUES

Researchers in science education are invited to attend a pre-conference meeting at the University of Newcastle on Wednesday 30 June. The meeting will be convened by Dr Clare Christensen (Griffith University, Brisbane) and Dr Ralph Levinson (Institute of Education, London) and chaired by Professor Peter Fensham (Emeritus Professor, Monash University, Melbourne).

Location:  Room HA158, Hunter Building, University of Newcastle, NSW

Date: Wednesday 30 June

Time:  9 am – 3 pm

Cost:
 $30 for the meeting (please pay this on the day). You will need to pay for your own transport and accommodation.

How to register: Please register for the meeting by

(1) Circling YES on the conference registration form at the item “Pre-conference meeting” AND

(2) Send a separate email to the convenors to say you will attend.

clare.christensen@griffith.edu.au and r.levinson@ioe.ac.uk
The due date for registrations is 11 June.

SEE BELOW FOR TRAVEL & ACCOMMODATION ARRANGEMENTS
Currently the proposed program is as follows:

9 – 10am
Researchers will present brief overviews of research and practice involving socioscientific issues in a variety of countries (If you would like to contribute to this session please contact Clare and Ralph)

10.00- 10.30
Morning tea and informal discussion

10.30 - 11.30
 Group discussions of some or all of the topics listed below (Suggestions invited re these or other topics, please contact Clare and Ralph)

11.30 – 12.00 Brief summary reports to whole group from small group discussions

12.00 – 1.00
Lunch  (Obtainable from campus Cafe)

1.00 – 2.00
Theoretical frameworks (Format to be decided, suggestions welcome)

2.00 – 3.00
Informal discussions re collaborations

3.00 pm
Close

Possible  topics for group discussions (Further suggestions welcome):

Research themes for SSI over next 5 years

How we can develop & operationalise international collaborations?

Making links with emergent research in India, China, Brazil, Mexico and other countries

What are appropriate research methodologies for SSI research?

How is the concept of risk implicated in SSIs?

How should we respond to curricular issues?

Should there be a stronger social justice agenda in SSI curricula?

Climate change: How should the research community respond?

TRAVEL TO THE MEETING
The pre-conference meeting is in a different location from the conference. If you are attending the pre-conference meeting you should make your own arrangements to travel to Newcastle on Tuesday 29 May. We recommend you fly to Newcastle Airport then take a taxi to your accommodation in Newcastle (the taxi fare is about $50)

ACCOMMODATION ARRANGEMENT

Best Western Travellers Motor Village, 295 Maitland Road, Mayfield, NSW 2304 (+61 2 49681 1394) (Roughly $99 per night for ASERA)

Citigate Motel, 418 Maitland Road, Mayfield (+61 2 4967 1977) (Roughly $108 per night)

Sovereign Inn, 309 Maitland Road, Mayfield, (+61 2 49684405) (Roughly $99 per night)

You should make your own booking and payment directly with these establishments. (NB You will need to make a separate accommodation booking for the ASERA conference, which is located at Shoal Bay, one hour’s drive from Newcastle.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR WEDNESDAY 30 JUNE
On Wednesday 30 June at 8.30 am a bus will be provided to take delegates from the three motels to the University. Please check out of your motel and be ready to leave from the front entrance at 8.30am with all your luggage. If you wish to stay somewhere else in Newcastle you will need to make your own arrangements to get to the workshop (Ring Newcastle Taxis on 133300)

There will be a sign just inside the main entrance of the Hunter Building, directing you to Room HA158, which is located on the top floor of the Hunter Building.

Morning tea, afternoon tea and lunch will be provided.
The workshop will finish at 3 pm. A bus will be provided to take you from the University to the ASERA conference venue at Shoal Bay (a trip of about one hour). If you let the driver know which accommodation you are staying at for the conference you will be dropped there. You should be able to check in at your Shoal Bay accommodation at about 4 pm.

Inquiries: If you would like to know more about the meeting or contribute suggestions for the program, please email  clare.christensen@griffith.edu.au and r.levinson@ioe.ac.uk.

